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Dear Friends,
 
Welcome to PCA’s 2021 Virtual Gala! We are excited that you can join us tonight and thank  
you for your continued support. Our annual gala is vital to raising much needed funds for the  
Rodney D. Williams Philadelphia Fund for Seniors, which supports the ongoing and growing  
needs of older Philadelphians and adults with disabilities living in Philadelphia.
  
The perseverance and strength of PCA consumers, community partners, donors, members  
of the aging network, and our staff are highlighted this evening to recognize all that we have  
accomplished together. Goodwill has been in no short supply these last two years and despite  
the many challenges, we have witnessed some amazing examples of humanity at its greatest and 
“Inspirations in Aging.” We have all witnessed these genuine acts of individuals going “above and 
beyond,” including those who work around the clock to ensure that no family goes hungry  
despite job loss and economic hardship. We keep the faith that we will all be stronger,  
individually and together, after this experience. 
  
At PCA, we are unified in the motto “teamwork makes the dream work.” The accomplishments  
of our organization are a direct reflection of PCA staff ’s commitment and dedication to our  
mission. Whether providing services directly or indirectly to consumers, or working behind the 
scenes to support PCA operations, each PCA staff member has played a part in keeping services 
on track and connecting PCA to the older adults who need us. 
  
Tonight, we recognize the resilience, strength, and vibrancy of our Philadelphia communities.   
We also express gratitude to our supporters as we look purposefully toward the future, confident 
in our continued provision of meaningful aging services for older Philadelphians. Thank you, once 
again, for your unwavering support. We could not do this work without you. It is our hope that 
next year, we are sharing stories in person. In the meantime, we wish you and your loved ones,  
and our beloved consumers, the best of health until we meet again. 

NAJJA R. ORR, MBA                 
President and  
Chief Executive Officer

JUDEE M. BAVARIA     
Chairperson
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•	 DJ Touchtone, 107.9 fm 

•	 Tamala Edwards, co-host from 6abc 

 

•	 Najja R. Orr, MBA, co-host, PCA President & CEO 

•	 Shaunise Spivey, PCA Chief Operating Officer 

•	 Joel TeBeest, PCA Chief Financial Officer 

•	 PCA Overview video 

•	 Trapeta Mayson, Philadelphia Poet Laureate, and her work  

“This is How We Get Through” 

 

•	 PCA Testimonial – Lois Thompson O'Keefe, Lutheran Settlement House 

 

•	 “Inspirations in Aging” vignette on Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium 

•	 Philly’s own jazz bassist Gerald Veasley with singer Carol Riddick 

 

•	 Philadelphia Sun lion dancers 

•	 PCA Testimonial – Andrea Lopez, Norris Square Senior Center 

•	 “Inspirations in Aging” vignette on Placita Market at Norris Square Senior Center 

•	 Tempo Alegre Latino band 
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EVENT AGENDA 

•	 Judee Bavaria, PCA Board Chairperson 

 

•	 Katherine Galluzzi, D.O., FACOFP, PCA Immediate Past Chairperson 

•	 PCA Testimonial – Beverly Murray-Madyun, North City Congress,  

Northern Living Center 

•	 “Inspirations in Aging” vignette on Backpacks for the Homeless 

•	 Presenting Sponsor Rodney Robbins, Jr., Director, Corporate Social Responsibility, 

Gateway Health 

 

•	 Sponsor Michelle Tepper, Director, Strategic Relationships, Exude 

 

•	 Philly’s own jazz bassist Gerald Veasley with singer Carol Riddick 

 

•	 PCA Testimonial – Jai Yi Liao, On Lok Senior Center 

•	 “Inspirations in Aging” vignette on Dr. Dorothy Johnson-Speight &  

Mothers In Charge 

•	 Philly's freestyle ballroom dancers from Star Dust 

 

•	 DJ Touchtone, 107.9 fm

UNITY



Philadelphia has among the highest proportion of older adults living in poverty of any of the  
10 largest cities in the U.S.  Approximately 135,814 (43%) of older Philadelphians (60+) live at  
less than 200% of the federal poverty level.

In 2014, Philadelphia Corporation for Aging (PCA) established the Philadelphia Fund for Seniors  
to supplement public funding that had not kept pace with the growing needs of older Philadelphians. 
Following the passing of Rodney D. Williams, PCA’s founder and first president and CEO, in 2020, 
the fund was renamed in his honor to highlight Rodney’s legacy as an advocate for older adults  
and their needs, and to continue the work he began nearly 50 years ago.

Each gift to the Rodney D. Williams Philadelphia Fund for Seniors helps to support PCA’s  
mission of improving the quality of life for older Philadelphians and adults with disabilities living  
in Philadelphia by providing them with assistance to achieve their maximum level of health,  
independence and productivity. Contributions to the fund help PCA to provide a number  
of supports to those in need. 

TO MAKE A DONATION TO THE RODNEY D. WILLIAMS PHILADELPHIA  
FUND FOR SENIORS

	 Development Office – 215-765-9000, ext. 5053	

	 teresa.heavens@pcacares.org or visit pcacares.org/donate 

RODNEY D. WILLIAMS  
PHILADELPHIA FUND FOR SENIORS

COURAGE

https://pcacares.org/donate


SPECIAL GUESTS

Tamala Edwards
PCA is pleased to welcome back Tamala Edwards for a second consecutive year as  
our Gala co-host. Tam joined 6abc in January of 2005. She is the weekday co-anchor  
of Action News Mornings and is a regular co-host of Inside Story. Prior to joining 6abc, 
she was the anchor of ABC's World News Now and World News This Morning; an ABC 
News correspondent, and a staff writer at TIME Magazine and a correspondent in the  
Washington bureau of Time, where she covered society, breaking news and politics. Tam 

was born in Georgia and raised in Texas.  She graduated from Stanford University with an honors bachelor of 
arts degree in international relations. She is the wife of Rocco Lugrine, the executive pastry chef at Le Bec  
Fin and the mother of two sons, Rocco Jr. and Massimo.

Trapeta Mayson
A native of Liberia who grew up in North Philadelphia and Germantown, Trapeta’s  
work sheds light on and honors the immigrant experience as well as amplifies the  
stories of everyday people. She is a recipient of a Pew Fellowship in Literature, a Leeway 
Transformation Award, a Leeway Art and Change Grant, and Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts Grants. She is a Cave Canem and Callaloo Fellow and an Aspen Words Emerging 
Writer's Fellow with the Aspen Institute. She is the author of She Was Once Herself and 

a chapbook, Mocha Melodies. Trapeta has also released two music and poetry projects, SCAT and This Is How 
We Get Through, in collaboration with internationally acclaimed jazz guitarist, Monnette Sudler. Her other 
publications include submissions in The American Poetry Review, Epiphany Literary Journal, Aesthetica  
Magazine, and Margie: The American Journal of Poetry among others.

Gerald Veasley & Carol Riddick
Gerald Veasley is a prominent jazz bass guitarist who has been active in the international 
and Philadelphia jazz communities for more than 40 years. Gerald’s mentors include Joe 
Zawinul of Weather Report fame and Grover Washington Jr., and has also gone on to 
collaborate with many celebrated artists, including Gerald Albright, David Benoit, Rick 
Braun, Randy Brecker and Alex Bugnon. He has produced many albums over his lifetime, 
including his latest Live from SOUTH, which includes vocals from singer Carol Riddick  
in a version of the Sound of Philly classic, “You are Everything.” Carol, a South Philadelphia 

native, got her start touring with Jazzy Jeff and The Fresh Prince. Under her own independent label, she produced 
her debut album Moments Like This and her follow-up Love Phases. She has also collaborated with a number 
of artists, including Jill Scott, and a number of Grammy award winning producers and songwriters.   



Philadelphia Sun Lion Dancers
Operating from the Crane Center in Chinatown, this intergenerational  
group specializes in the performance of Lion Dancing, a traditional  
Chinese ritual dance from the Tang Dynasty of 400 A.D. Packed with 
high energy and roaring acoustics, the lion dance is celebratory in nature 
and commemorates prosperity and success.  Dancers channel their inner 
lions into the performance, which traditionally was used to scare  
mythical beasts and protect the prosperity of Chinese villages. 

 

Tempo Alegre
Hailing from Somerset, NJ, Tempo Alegre is a 9-piece Latino music variety band 
that has graced countless events and gatherings with their smooth sounds for 
over 15 years. 

Star Dust Ballroom Dancers
For more than 20 years, Rita Redfern-Powell and Tony Powell have practiced freestyle  
ballroom dancing as part of Star Dust in Bellmawr, NJ, while residing in Philadelphia. 
Joined by Kim Alston, this trio brings a fresh take on traditional ballroom dancing by 
channeling the tempo, sounds and feelings of the moment into every step. 

DJ Touchtone
The first time Olney’s Anthony Stevenson took a needle from a turntable and  
scratched it against a record, he was a 13-year-old radio buff. The record was Rick 
James’s Street Songs; it belonged to his mother, and when he was done, it was totally 
ruined. His mother wasn’t too happy about that but a career was born. Since then,  
Stevenson, now known as “The World’s Number One Blind DJ,” Touchtone has learned 
to scratch properly, as well as mix songs and edit sound bites, for his popular part of 
the Lady B Show on 107.9 fm. PCA is pleased to welcome Touch back to our virtual 
Gala for a second consecutive year to open and close our event!
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Black Doctors Covid-19 Consortium
Led by Dr. Ala Stanford, the Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium provides education and advocacy for  
African Americans to reduce the incidence of disease and death from coronavirus, who are being diagnosed 
at a disproportionately higher rate than other groups and are dying from coronavirus at a higher rate than 
other groups. To address that need, the Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium provides a testing and  
vaccination alternative that is BARRIER FREE to assist in providing protection from the coronavirus disease  
in our hardest-hit areas of Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

Norris Square Senior Center
Norris Square Senior Center is located in the Norris Square neighborhood of North Philadelphia and 
serves a large contingent of Hispanic participants. Norris Square promotes positive aging by encouraging 
older adults to stay active in body, mind and spirit. In July 2021, Norris Square Senior Center opened an 
on-site pantry. Stocked with both fresh and dry good food items, La Placita (The Little Plaza) is a super-
market-style pantry that allows senior center participants to shop for food items each week. Friends of 
Norris Square, such as partner organizations and individuals in the community, donate regularly to keep  
La Placita stocked with foods in a true community-supported effort to meet the needs of Norris Square’s 
older adults.  

H.E.L.P.I.N.G the Homeless Backpacks
Founded by Alexa Rhodes, a senior at Springside Chestnut Hill Academy in Philadelphia, H.E.L.P.I.N.G the  
Homeless Backpacks provides backpacks with essential items such as blankets, toiletries and clothes to  
individuals, including older adults in Philadelphia experiencing homelessness. 

Mothers in Charge
Mothers in Charge, Inc. (MIC) is an organization comprised of mothers, sisters, aunts and grandmothers  
working together to prevent fatal violence in communities. Following the tragic death of her own son to  
violence, Dr. Dorothy Johnson-Speight along with other grieving mothers founded MIC. Based in Philadelphia,  
the nonprofit engages in proactive intervention with children, young adults, families and community organizations. 
The organization’s mission is realized through collaborative partnerships with the school districts, youth and  
faith-based and community organizations, and government agencies, while providing grief support to families  
affected by violence. 

INSPIRATIONS IN AGING

OPPORTUNITY



THANK YOU TO PCA'S SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Gateway Health

GROWTH
Exude

COURAGE
BTC Foods. Inc
PA Health & Wellness

OPPORTUNITY
AARP
Always Best Care Senior Services
Independence Blue Cross
Philadelphia Insurance Companies
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP
Willis Towers Watson

RESILIENCE
HumanGood
Laredo Mechanical LLC
Melvin Branch Cleaning Service, Inc. 
TRUIST

STRENGTH
Michael Beaumont General Contractor LLC
Wojdak & Associates

INSPIRATION
Abramson Senior Care
Asterion, Inc.
Jevs Care at Home 
Keystone First
Law Offices of Debra G. Speyer, Esq 
Oak Street Health 
Najja R. Orr, MBA
Varsity Branding

GENEROSITY
Ballard Spahr 
Larry Besnoff
Emerald Business
Grant Thornton LLP
Holly Lange 
Phenomenal General Office Contracting 
Joel TeBeest

FRIENDS 
Louis Bove 
Glenn Bryan 
Louis Colbert
Lynn Fields Harris, Commonwealth Consultants
Patricia Funaro
UUH Outreach Program
Jennifer Russell 
Eloise Young

RESILIENCE



Gateway Health understands that our most vulnerable 
populations have greater challenges to achieving their 
best health. That’s why we proudly support the 
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging and their mission to 
improve the quality of life for our senior and disability 
populations.

Having heart and being accountable – That’s 
Wholecare.

GatewayHealthPlan.com

https://www.gatewayhealthplan.com


325 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 | www.exudeinc.com | (p) 215.875.8732

All Things People

EXUDE INC. PROUDLY SUPPORTS

PHILADELPHIA CORPORATION FOR AGING 

Employee Benefits

Human Resources

Diversity, Equity

 & Inclusion

Leadership

Development

 

Our integrated approach leverages our team of experts in the areas of

Employee Benefits, Human Resources, Diversity/Equity/Inclusion,

and Leadership Development to improve your employee and customer

experiences while driving greater business results.

https://www.exudeinc.com/solutions/employee-benefit


 With Much Appreciation  
of PCA’s Efforts to Help the  

Senior Communities.

 info@btcfoodsinc.com

https://btcfoodsinc.com


https://www.pahealthwellness.com


Family Caregiving

Get the Family  
Caregiving 
Support You Need, 
When You Need it.
Your caregiving journey can be 
challenging in all kinds of ways.
At AARP Family Caregiving, we’re here to help you get answers, 
connect with other family caregivers and find local resources close 
to home. So you can take care of what matters most.

To learn more, visit aarp.org/caregiving.

  /AARPPA    
  @AARPPA

1278600 State PA Gen Awareness 8_5 x 11 Ad.indd   1 10/29/21   11:46 AM

https://local.aarp.org/philadelphia-pa


https://www.alwaysbestcare.com/pa/bristol


Salutes 
Independence Blue Cross 

 
 Philadelphia Corporation for Aging  

 

Independence Blue Cross is proud to recognize the PCA 
for the positive impact it has on our community. 

 
For more than 80 years, Independence Blue Cross has been 
enhancing the health and wellness of the people and 
communities we serve. We are committed to transforming 
health care through strategic corporate sponsorship of 
innovative wellness and education programs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://plans.ibx4you.com/sep/coverage?Tracking=6010100143&utm_source=GOOGLE&utm_medium=PaidSearch&utm_campaign=IBX:+U65+-+Brand+Pure+-+Google+-+Ex&utm_content=independence+blue+cross&utm_term=independence+blue+cross&adid=PSBrand&nst=0&gclid=CjwKCAjwiY6MBhBqEiwARFSCPjKkyiWbksWd3zNHFeas39TRwUK4sPwT-LFAMMteLrvJGMbGO2nYRxoCVAQQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=


Philadelphia Insurance Companies (PHLY) supports the efforts of Philadelphia 
Corporation for Aging (PCA) whose mission is to improve the quality of life for older 
and disabled Philadelphians, and to assist them in achieving the greatest possible 
levels of health, independence and productivity.

Wishing You Continued Success throughout the years!

Philadelphia Insurance Companies 
proudly supports 

PCA’S 2021 VIRTUAL GALA

INSPIRATIONS 
IN AGING

800.873.4552 | PHLY.com

https://www.phly.com/Home/Index.aspx


Schnader is a proud sponsor

of Philadelphia Corporation

for Aging

https://www.schnader.com


 

WILLIS TOWERS 
WATSON 
NORTHEAST, INC. 
 

Is pleased to sponsor the 
Philadelphia Corporation 
for Aging’s 2021 Virtual 
Gala  

https://www.willistowerswatson.com/en-US/News/2018/10/willis-towers-watson-strengthens-its-three-offices-one-market-approach-for-philadelphia


 “Making life easier, comfortable  
& more convenient for those who  

deserve it most”

 305 York Road, Suite 300 & 310, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
215-576-5555 ext. 1001

www.lovingcareSeniorServices.com

Loving Care Senior Services, Inc.

https://lovingcareSeniorServices.com


PCA and our partners have shown extraordinary  
resilience, courage, and strength over the last year.
 
Thank you to all PCA staff and supporters for your  
unwavering commitment to the agency’s mission. 
Through your efforts, we have been able to ensure  
continuity of service to those in need, and I look  
forward to our future together.
 
Sincerely,
Najja R. Orr, MBA
PCA President & CEO
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https://www.pcacares.org


The Drexel University AgeWell Collaboratory brings together  researchers, 
community-based organizations and educators to disrupt the traditional 

approach towards caring for older adults and pave the  way for new, 
proven strategies that improve healthy aging across the  lifespan. 

Through our Age-Friendly University effort, we are seeking  
opportunities to enhance exposure for our students and faculty to  

aging network organizations. Please contact us at agewell@drexel.edu 
to learn more about our work and opportunities to collaborate.

https://drexel.edu/cnhp/research/centers/agewell/

https://drexel.edu/cnhp/research/centers/agewell/
https://www.jamesbranchcleaningservices.com/


           
                     Laredo 
                     Mechanical LLC 
    
    P. O. Box 250  *  Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
    Phone: 610-834-8500   *   Fax: 610-834-8508 
 
                                                           laredomechanical.com

www.truist.com

https://www.truist.com
http://www.laredomechanical.com


At Oak Street Health, our doctors 
take the time to get to know you to 
provide personalized care based 
on your needs. We can help you 
understand your Medicare and 
maximize your benefits.

Accepting new patients at our 10 
centers across Philadelphia!

Doctors for adults on Medicare

Like peas and carrots, your plan 
and provider go hand -in-hand.

Call today to learn more

(267) 504-4253  
Se habla Español.

www.keystonefirstchc.com

We commend PCA’s dedication 
to helping seniors and those with 
disabilities achieve the greatest 
level of health, independence, and 
productivity. 

KEYSTONE FIRST COMMUNITY HEALTHCHOICES PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE 

Philadelphia Corporation for 
Aging 2021 Virtual Gala 

Community HealthChoices

Keystone First

HHoonnoorreedd  ttoo  SSuuppppoorrtt    

PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  FFoorr  AAggiinngg  

aanndd  tthhee  

RRooddnneeyy  DD..  WWiilllliiaammss  PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa  FFuunndd  ffoorr  SSeenniioorrss  

 
      

  

  

    

  

  

FFiinnaanncciiaall  &&  EEccoonnoommiicc  CCoonnssuullttaannttss    
FFooccuusseedd  oonn    

FFoorreennssiiccss,,  VVaalluuaattiioonn,,  IInntteelllleeccttuuaall  PPrrooppeerrttyy  &&  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  IImmpprroovveemmeenntt  
 

1617 JFK Boulevard, Suite 1040 
Philadelphia, PA  19103 

215-893-9901 
www.asterion-consulting.com 

 
 

www.oakstreethealth.com
https://www.asterion-consulting.com
https://www.keystonefirstpa.com


 

LAW OFFICES OF  
DEBRA G. SPEYER, Esq.

Estate Planning • Estate Administration  
Elder Law • Guardianship • Estates • Wills  

 Trusts • Investment Loss Recovery

Philadelphia Office 
1515 Market Street, Suite 1200 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 
(610) 949-9555

Main Line Office 
Two Bala Plaza, Suite 300 
Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 19104 

(610) 949-9555

www.speyerlaw.com

SOUND ON CAMERA ON PARTY ON

VarsityBranding.com

Varsity is proud to sponsor PCA’s Virtual Gala, 
 where we celebrate older Philadelphians.

http://www.speyerlaw.com
https://www.varsitybranding.com
https://wojdak.com


jevsathome.org

Resilience  
and inspiration  
serve PCA well  

in times  
of challenge  

and opportunity.
 

—Sandy Pfeffer

https://abramsonseniorcare.org
https://jevsathome.org


Administration: 215-765-9000 | Fax: 215-765-9066
PCA Helpline: 215-765-9040

Toll free 888-482-9060 (outside Philadelphia) or 215-765-9041 (TDD)

pcaCares.org
Visit us on Facebook:facebook.com/pcaCares.org
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/pcaCares_org

PCA: PHILADELPHIA’S AREA AGENCY ON AGING

Philadelphia Corporation for Aging (PCA) is the first place for older Philadelphians and adults living 
with disabilities in Philadelphia to turn to for information and services to help maintain or improve 
the quality of their lives. One of the region’s largest nonprofits, PCA offers or provides (through over 
200 contracted providers) services aimed at helping older Philadelphians and adults with disabilities 
living in Philadelphia. PCA also works to spotlight older Philadelphians and bring visibility to their 
needs in collaboration with aging advocates and Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) associations at both 
the state (Pennsylvania Association of Area Agencies on Aging) and national level (US Aging).
 
PCA has been an established AAA since 1973 and serves older adults and adults with disabilities in 
Philadelphia County. PCA provides vital programs that allow individuals to remain engaged in their 
communities and empowered in their homes. PCA is a private, nonprofit, nationally-recognized Area 
Agency on Aging funded primarily through federal and state sources.

https://www.pcacares.org
facebook.com/pcaCares.org
twitter.com/pcaCares_org



