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My name is Susan Klein, Director of Housing at Philadelphia Corporation for Aging (PCA).  Designated as the Area Agency on Aging for Philadelphia, PCA plans, funds and administers services to over 100,000 older persons and people with disabilities each year.  We provide a variety of programs and services, including information and referral, care at home services, senior community centers, adult day programs, volunteer services, legal and employment assistance, which increase the independence and quality of life for our consumers.

AMP:

From 1989 to 2005, PCA administered the Adaptive Modification Program (AMP), which provided major home modifications for people of all ages with disabilities.  Last year, the Office of Housing and Community Development (OHCD) decided that AMP consumers would be better served by a housing agency, the Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation (PHDC) rather than PCA, which had delivered quality and consistent service for 16 years.

When the program was administered by PCA, we had a process to address out-of-warranty mechanical equipment repair needs.  PHDC has decided not to provide repairs to previous AMP consumers whose work is out of warranty.  Due to their low household income levels,  many families will not be able to maintain their mechanical equipment due to the cost of repairs.  It is frustrating for the recipients, for their families, for communities and for the caregivers to see the person return to a state of dependency because they can not afford the cost of repairs.  Many times these repairs can be done for a fraction of the cost of a new lift but without grant funding AMP recipients will not be able to do this.     

Added to that problem, we recently had one of our mechanic lift vendors go out of business.  While we have had only 2 lifts installed by this vendor, both have been having problems.  PCA is in the process of learning the nature of the problem and the cost to repair the units but we have no funds available to address this need.  
We are requesting sufficient funds to cover the costs of these repairs to these two lifts that were completed by this out of business vendor and we request OHCD to instruct PHDC to put aside $10,000 to address the annual repair needs for previous AMP consumers.   

SHARP:

SHARP, the Senior Housing Assistance Repair Program annually provides minor repairs and modifications to 750 homes of low-income elderly homeowners.  Our maximum repair budget per household is $1400 and up to $700 in minor modifications.  SHARP work includes such items as replacing doors, windows, electric switches and faucets.  The minor modifications include bathroom modifications such as grab bars and handheld showers and other devices that make the home more user-friendly for people as they age.  While we can do a few more extensive modifications such as a first floor half bath and interior stair glide, these are only done in extremely high need situations since we only have funding for about 10 per year.    Our consumers need many more repairs and modifications than our program can provide.  It is also noteworthy that SHARP has a long waiting list of nearly 800 people.  While OHCD provides $325,000 for this program, we need additional funds to provide increased services to this very low income elderly group.    
We trust you will consider our requests to fund AMP mechanical lifts repairs and to provide $75,000 in additional funding for the SHARP program.  We appreciate the opportunity to testify.  
