Flat Funding Levels Jeopardize Home Care and Community-Based Services
In the past two years, funding for Philadelphia Corporation for Aging (PCA) has remained flat, with only a one percent increase over the previous year’s allocations being approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Aging.
PCA has struggled to maintain the same level of service with these one percent increases, which are insufficient to keep pace with economic inflation. The difficulty is compounded by the steady increases in the numbers of elderly who need services, as the population ages.

As a result of these flat funding levels, Philadelphia Corporation for Aging (PCA) has a waiting list of 1100 people who need home care (up from 400 in June); without an increase in funding, these people may have no alternative but to go into a nursing home. Additionally, Senior Centers, legal services, employment services and other community-based services are hard-pressed to continue providing quality programming and services with effectively dwindling resources. 
At the same time, the Pennsylvania Lottery Fund is experiencing significant surpluses. From FY2003 to FY 2007, there has been a 32.2 percent increase in the Lottery Fund income. These increases have been put into the Lottery Fund Reserve, which over the same period has grown by nearly 149 percent. Currently the reserve stands at $222,761. A portion of these funds could, and should, be used to ensure that AAAs across the state can serve the needs of the growing population of Pennsylvania’s senior citizens. PCA urges its legislators to release additional funds from the Lottery Fund Reserve so PCA and Pennsylvania’s other 51 AAAs can adequately serve the state’s elderly population. 
