Department of Aging Reconsiders Plan to Privatize Assessments

The Pennsylvania Department on Aging (PDA) has reversed its plan to privatize assessments announced earlier this year, instead agreeing to work with the  Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) to ensure consistency across the state.

The initial proposal from the administration as conveyed by Secretary of Aging Nora Dowd Eisenhower to privatize assessments was met with strong opposition from the AAAs, the state legislature, county commissioners, and others.  State elected officials came to the support of the AAAs’ assertion that privatization could fragment an already complicated system, undermine the referral network and ultimately harm consumers. Following a hearing held by the Pennsylvania Senate Committee on Aging and Youth, Secretary of Aging Nora Dowd Eisenhower was given the ok to set aside the proposal and instead work with AAAs to improve the existing process.

In a letter to Senator Patricia Vance, chair of the Committee on Aging and Youth, the Secretary of Aging stated her goals of ensuring consistency and equity in eligibility determinations; consistency in cost of assessments, consistency in productivity and maximization of funds to direct services. 
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging’s Rodney D. Williams welcomed the Secretary’s change of course, and expressed appreciation for the support of our elected officials in resolving the situation.

“AAAs are the focal point for the delivery of a continuum of community-based and long-term care services, and every effort should be made to support rather than further fragment an already challenging service delivery system for consumers,” Williams said.

“We recognize and support the Department of Aging’s goal to improve the effectiveness and the efficiency of the service delivery system that is consistent in quality and responsive to the needs of consumers,” Williams said. “We are committed to working with the Department to improve the existing system.”

507856


