Neighborhood Initiatives

Following are profiles of Philadelphia neighborhood-based organizations which are developing innovative, collaborative solutions to the needs and concerns of their older residents. 
Northeast Philadelphia
Rhawnhurst Naturally Occurring Retirement Community (NORC)
The Rhawnhurst NORC provide adults age 60 and older with the information and minor home maintenance and repair services they need to remain independent in the community. The program is funded by the Mellon Mid-Atlantic Charitable Trusts. Members include Catholic Human Services, the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia and the United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania.
Contact: Elaine Griffin, Project Coordinator

Phone: 215-728-1330

E-mail: egriffin@philafederation.org
Web site: http://www.volunteersolutions.org/volunteerway/org/8528003.html
The Bustleton/Somerton NORC (Naturally Occurring Retirement Community) Supportive Services Initiative
SeniorCHAI

SeniorCHAI is an initiative of the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, Jewish Family and Children’s Service, Klein Branch Jewish Community Centers, Jewish Employment and Vocational Service and Federation Housing, Inc. The program connects older adults to information and referral services, recreational and social programs, volunteer opportunities, counseling, in-home assessments, home care and chore services. It also sponsors support groups and intergenerational activities; provides assistance with transportation, minor home repairs and modifications, and offers help with shopping and financial management. 

Contact: Sam Rosen 

Phone: 215-832-0542

E-mail: srosen@philafederation.org 

Web site: http://www.phillyjcc.com/NORC
Mayfair Community Development Corporation (CDC)
Senior Programming

The Mayfair CDC helps area seniors remain physically, socially and mentally active at home and in the community. The organization sponsors senior activities at the Perzel Center including computer classes, yoga, Tai Chi, exercise, line dancing, floral arrangement, card and board games, movies, indoor walking and Smart Living seminars. Mayfair CDC also provides information about services including home maintenance and repair, healthcare, social and legal services.  

Contact: Mark Bradley, Senior Services Director

Mayfair Community Development Corporation

Phone: 215-331-1089

E-mail: markbmcdc@verizon.net 
Web site: http://www.mayfaircdc.org
West 
Senior Collaborative

The Senior Collaborative works to integrate the needs of seniors into the community planning process. Members of the collaborative include more than 12 community organizations and 16 academic departments at the University of Pennsylvania.

Contact: Rachel Cohen, Planner, Philadelphia Corporation for Aging

Phone: 215-765-9000, ext. 5072

E-mail: rcohen@pcaphl.org

The Friends of 40th Street

The Friends of 40th Street consists of neighborhood residents, representatives from local non-profits businesses as well as students, faculty and staff from Drexel University and the University of Pennsylvania.  The group promotes equitable development of 40th Street between Lancaster and Baltimore Avenues and uses facilitated civic engagement to promote trust and a shared vision for the future of this diverse community. Friends of 40th Street meet on the last Friday of each month at 3901 Market Street. There are four working task forces focused on arts, quality of life, transportation, and the development of the corridor.

Contact: Andrew Goodman, Planning Fellow, PennPraxis
Phone: 215-573-8720

E-mail: agoodman@design.upenn.edu
Web site: www.40thst.org
Northwest 

Neighborhood Interfaith Movement (NIM)
The Neighborhood Interfaith Movement is comprised of more than 35 faith-based organizations in the northwest. The organization’s Long Term Care Ombudsman Program advocates on behalf of residents of nursing, personal care, and domiciliary homes in Northwest and Northeast Philadelphia. Each year, ombudsman respond to hundreds of quality of care, quality of life and residents’ rights issues as well as inquiries about long term care placement and community services. 
Contact: Rabbi George Stern, Executive Director
Phone: 215-843-5600

E-mail: geostern@nim-phila.org
Web site: http://www.nim-phila.org/
Seniors Partnering Across the Northwest (SPAN) 
This program of the Neighborhood Interfaith Movement (above) includes members of various congregations and senior organizations in Northwest Philadelphia. SPAN helps congregations develop and expand volunteer outreach programs to assist isolated elderly community members. SPAN ElderDiners offers weekly lunch and socialization to this often-isolated group. In addition, lunchtime programs are offered to older adults and their family members on topics including health care, spirituality and caregiving. SPAN's Resources for Older Adults in Northwest Philadelphia is a free large-print directory filled with important contact information for seniors. 
Contact: Linda C. Brunn, Community & Congregation Liaison 
Phone: 215-843-5600, ext.127

E-mail: lbrunn@nim-phila.org. 

West Oak Lane Naturally Occurring Retirement Community (NORC)
This initiative provides support services to older residents in West Oak Lane. It includes Albert Einstein Medical Center, Ogontz Avenue Revitalization Corporation, Stapeley in Germantown, Center in the Park, Unitarian Universalist House, Visiting Nurses Association of Greater Philadelphia, Neighborhood Interfaith Movement and Philadelphia Corporation for Aging. Funding for 2007 is provided by Chestnut Hill Foundation and Ogontz Avenue Revitalization Corporation.  

Contact: Chris Minnick, Administrator, Einstein Cancer Center

Phone: 215-456-3803

Email: minnickc@einstein.edu

North

St. Helena's Church 
Friendly Visitor Program 
St. Helena’s trained volunteers visit North Philadelphia elderly to reduce isolation and identify those in need of social and health services. Volunteers collaborate with others at St. Paul's Lutheran Church to identify older adults in need.

Contact: Sister Anna Marie Lesutis

Phone: 215-329-0110

Email: alesutis@cha-adphila.org

South 

Cambodian American Senior Association (CASA) 
CASA provides elderly Camodian refugees a meeting place and offers education on entitlements and English as a second language. The program also distributes emergency food packages and hosts occasional group meals. 

Contact: Vanna Nguon, Executive Director

Phone: 215-218-0585

Email: vnguon@casaphl.org
Web site: http://www.casaphl.org
South East Asian Mutual Assistance Association Coalition, Inc. (SEAMAAC)
This program provides refugee services to Asian and other groups and is developing a program especially for elderly refugees. Services include English as a second language training, citizenship test preparation, employment, emergency assistance and outreach.

Contact: Tinh Ngo 

Phone:  215-755-1130

Email: tvingo@seamaac.org

Web site: http://www.seamaac.org/
Citywide Programs
Associated Services for the Blind, Inc. (ASB)
ASB offers services to increase the independence and self esteem of those with visual impairments. Instruction is available in meal preparation, reading and writing Braille, keyboard skills, labeling and selecting clothes, and using specially adapted equipment. ASB's Mobility Specialist teaches safe and effective travel techniques with the aid of white canes and hand-held telescopes.

Contact: Patricia Johnson

Phone: 215-627-0600

Email: pjohnson@asb.org
Web site: http://www.asb.org/main/index.htm
HIAS & Migration Council

This organization offers resettlement services, immigration counseling and community education and outreach to immigrants to Philadelphia.
Contact: Judi Bernstein-Baker

Phone: 215-832-0919

Email: hiasphl@hiaspa.org
Web site: http://www.hiaspa.org/
Mazzoni Center 

Mazzoni’s Open Door program offers psychotherapy and community education on mental health and substance abuse issues to older lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered (LGBT) older adults. 
Contact: Nurit Shein, Executive Director

Phone: 215-563-0652

Email: info@mazzonicenter.org
Web site: http://www.mazzonicenter.org/
Next Great City 

The Next Great City initiative is dedicated to creating a positive future for Philadelphia by advocating for cost effective policies that enhance environmental quality, strengthen neighborhoods and increase our economic competitiveness. It is supported by a diverse coalition of labor groups, civic associations, faith organizations, community development groups and others.  
Contact: Christine Knapp, Eastern Pennsylvania Outreach Coordinator 

Phone: 215-545-9692 

Email: knapp@pennfuture.org 

Website: www.pennfuture.org
The Philadelphia Partnership for Long Term Care (PPLTC)

PPLTC is a collaborative that works to ensure that all Philadelphia older adults, families and caregivers have access to quality long term care and supportive services. The group is dedicated to improving the long term care system by identifying barriers to access and gaps in services and addresses problems that occur in service coordination and delivery. Contact: Rachel Cohen, Planner, Philadelphia Corporation for Aging; 

Phone: (215) 765-9000 ext. 5072 

Email: rcohen@pcaphl.org

Reading Buddies, Inc.
This intergenerational tutoring/mentoring program links elderly residents of housing facilities and nursing homes with inner-city school children. There are 21 programs in operation throughout the city. Hour-long sessions are held once a week during the school day in the community room of the residential or nursing home facility. 

Contact: Patricia Quigg, Resident/ Director

Phone: 215- 887-7868

Email: readingbuddies@aol.com 

Philip Jaisohn Memorial Center's Bilingual Senior Peer Helper Program 
This program works with non-English-speaking Korean seniors residing in three Philadelphia high-rise apartment buildings: the Philip Murray House, Opportunity Towers and University Square. Peer helpers provide interpretation and assistance completing benefits applications. 

Contact: Dr. Han Sung

Phone: 215-224-3906

Email: han@verizon.net
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